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AAP, QUEZON CITY GOVERNMENT FORGE
PARTNERSHIP TO PROMOTE ROAD SAFETY

ne Auromobile Assofianon

Philippines {AAF) and the

Quezon City  GOVEMTENT

recently signed a Memo-
ramdum  of Understanding
formalize & partnership aimed
at strengihening 1oad safety
awareness and education.

The MOU was signed on be-
half of the local government on
January 23, 2026 at Quezon City
Hall by Quezon City Mayor Ma
Joy Belmonts and Education
Affaizs Unit Officer-in-Charge
Maricris Veloso  together with
AAP Trustee and Treasurer Gus
Cosio and AAP CEQ Mark De-
sales. Officials from both mstitu-
Tions wimessed the signing

Tne parmerstup seeks to pro-
mote safer roads within Quezon
ity wa a range of road safery
mifiarives iNclUding education-
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Quezon City Education Affairs Unit Officer-in-Charge Maricris Velose, Quezon City Mayor Joy Belmonte, AAP Treasurer

Gus
Cosio and AAP CEQO Mark Desales signed 8 Memorandum of Understanding te strengthen road safety campaigns in Quezon City.

&l Worksnops, AWATeness Cani-
paigns, Conmmunity engagement
RCTVITIEs. and collaborarion with
T enforcerment agencies Under
the agreement, AAP will lead the
implemenration of (oad safery
progeams while the Quezon City
Government will provide coordi-
nation, venue support, and insti-
tutional assistance in accordance
with existing laws and policies.
A key COmpoEnt of the part-
nership is the strengthening of
AAP's Smy Bripht Road Safery
Campaign &mong schools and
communities in Quezon City.
The campaign delivers interac-
nve road safery workshops and
mulfi-platforn awareness activ-
ities for students and resdents,
focusing on pedestrian safety
and responsible road be-  m—m
h&Wior. Commmin; B3-2
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Vehicle registration: convenience or efficiency ?

The 1ecent shift from a three-year to
a fise-year initial registration for new
maotor vehicles has been presented as
& reform anchored on convenience.
Om the surface, it appears sensible:
spare new car owners from lining
up &t the Land Transportation Office
|LTO) for an additional two years.

But policy must be judged not by
EPpeArances — hur by outcomes

The Automobile Association of
the Phulippines (AAF) did not support
the five-year registration framework
Mot hecalse We oppose convenience
Om the contrary, we support Teforms
ThaT genuinely reduce fricfion for
motarists. Howewver, This measure
fdoes not solve the real problem con-
rranring vehicle owners

The Real Bortleneck:
The System Trself
The Tunidamental 551 is nat how
long a brand-new car stays registered.
The real issue is the time, ineffi-
ciency, and preductivity loss faced by
owners of older vehicles who must
undergo the full 1egistradon cycle
annually.
Anyone who has gone through
the process understands the reality.
+ Emiszion testing gueues
» Engine stenciling
+ Multiple windows for wverifica-
fion and payment
v Manual documentation checks
At WoIst, the process consumes
halt a working dey. Registration is
only done on regular weskdays. LTO
Ofmices are generally closed on Sar-
urdays For working Filipmos, this
means Nling leave or SacTincing pro-

ductive hours simply to comply with
the law.

Extending new vehicle registia-
tion to five years does nothing to fix
this inefficiency. It merely delays the
inconvenience.

If we are serious about reform,
then we must address the root cause
the registranion system must become
faster, cleaner, and technology-driv-
en.

The Undeclared Financial [mpact

Tnere i3 another dimension sei-
dom discussed

Tne additional Two years of ad-
VATICE TEESTAnon Will gEnerare over
one billion pesos in incremental col-
lecrions

That i not a rivial sum

The question is straightTorward

Will this additional revenue be
earmarked to modernize and seanm-
line the registration system?

If mototists are asked to pay in
advance, then government must re-
ciprocate with measurable service
improvements — digitized work-
flows, integrated darabases, and fasi-
er processing times. Without that
commitment, the policy risks being
viewed as revenue-driven rather than
reform-driven.

Transparency and reinvestment
are essential Collections should up-
grade systems — nat disappear into
unrelated expenditures

The Insurance Gap
ATIOTNET CONCETN lies in msurance
compliance
Mator vehicle insurance policies

EVES ON THEROAD

IQE FERRERIA

rypically expire after one year LUn-
der & NVE-YPAl TERITTANGON Sysrem,
how does the LTO verily thar on the
second, third, Tourth, and Afth year,
the vehicle owner [emains properly
nsured?

Registrarion and insurance are
closely linked for public safety. A ve-
hicle on the road without active in-
Surance exposes not only the owner
but the public to risk.

If registration becomes decou-
pled from annual compliance verifi-
cation, enforcement weakens.Policy
must ensure that convenience does
not erode accounabilicy.

Embracing Technology: The Only
Real Reform
The future of registranon should
not revolve around how many years
WE postpone physical appesrance at
an office.
The real TETOIM QUESTON i3 This:

Can we register onr vehicles with-

out physically golng to the LTO?
The answet. in 2026, should be
Yes.

Technology already exists o sup-
port

Online submi:
of documents

Integrated insurance verification
SYsTems

Automated enussion testing up-
loads directly to LTO servers
Dhgital PAYMENTS Vid SECure gov-
ermment platforms
Appointment-hased  scheduling
10 eliminare walk-in congeston
QR-coded  digital registranon
CEITINCaTes

RFID-hased vehicle idenrincarion
tied to national darabases
Emission centers can fransmir
resulrs electronically in real time. In-
sUrANCe companies cain integrate pol-
icy validation APTs directly info the
LTO database. Paymient gateways can
eliminate manual cashier gueues.

Engine stenciling — a procedurs
rooted in decades-old anti-carnap-
ping safeguards — can be replaced
ol supplemented with digital vehicle
identification systems linked to man-
ufacturer data and chassis number
scanning technology.

These are not futuristic concepts.
They are operational in many juris-
dictions worldwide

If motorists can renew passpolrts
online, file taxes electromcally, and
transact banking services in nun-
utes, there 15 no compelling reason
why vehicle TegistTarion mist remain
largely manual

ion and validation

Reform Must Be Systemic
The five-year registration policy
addresses frequency. It does not ad-
dress efficiency. Convenience must
be systemic — not selective.
The real reform agenda should
include.
1. Full digital registration workflow
2. Integrated msurance and emis-
s10n Venficaton
3. Weekend or extended-hour oper-
ations
4 Clear remvestment of registra-
rion collecTions iNTo Moderniza-
rinn
Measuranie SeTvice-level TATgers
Tor processing mme Mororisrs
flo MoT ask fOr Special Treatment
They ask for a system that re-
Spects their rime.

w

4 Balanced Way Forward

AAP Delieves that modernizarion
must be deliberate, transparent, and
technology-led.

If the objective is genuine conve-
nience, then let us use the additional
revenues generated to build a regis-
Trarion system that is:

« Fully digital
Efficient
Accountable
Transparent
Accessible beyond regular week-
day hours
The Filipino motonist deserves
10 less. Extending registration to five
years may reduce one visit. Modem-
izng the system will restore half &
day 0 ProducTvity to millions

Thar i The Teform Worrh pur-
SUTE:

AAP, QUEZON GITY GOVERNMENT FORGE PARTNERSHIP TO PROMOTE ROAD SAFETY

om——" ry-based pre

mnH “-1 grams  thar
COlEAgE 85

10 seive as road safery amb

dors are promored. To date, more
Than 19,000 sTodents and over
400 Community participants have
been enpaged il the STay Bright
Road Safety Carmpaign.
Aside from these activities,
ihe MOU allows for coordina-
tentifying road harards,
g areas with inadeguate
lighting and traffic signages, to
support  evidence-based  1oad
safety interventions. The possi-
ble eztablishiment of a road safety
park in the city will be discussed.
“This partnershup reflects
our shared CcOMMITMENT to
making Quezon City's roads
SaTeT TOr MOTOrisTs, pedestrians,
and the commUnicy at large”
Cosio saifl "Through educarion,
awareness, and collaboranon,
we 2il T0 CUITivaTe responsible
road behaviol and contribute 1o

sarel Urban mobility.”

The MO will be effective for
a period of one yeat from the date
of signing and may be extend-
ed by murual agreement of both
parties.

In addifion o this major
milestone, the advocacy depart-
ment started the year with its
Stay Bright program in Lagro
Elementary School, and &t the
Greater Lagro barangay hall,
welooming the new year by con-
TIMUING itS Mussion o promete
safer streets m schools and m lo-
il commumities.

Be part of AAP Advocacy's
road sarery iMiTIATIVES  Learn
mare and g up to volunteer
by Visimng te omcial AAP Ad
vocacy Facebook page at @
ARPrOACSATETY.

(L-R} AAP Advocacy AVP Cynthia Reyes, AAP CFO Jonna Sanchez, AAP CEQ Mark
Desales, Quezon City Mayor 1oy Belmonte, AAP Troasurer Gus Cosio, AAP Legal Counsel
Milo Agubz and A AP Chief of Staff Pol Infante after the MCU signing.

s
g

The Lagro Elementary School in Quezon City was where the AAP

of the year.

Advocacy Team conducted its first Stay Bright road safety session

Participants from Barangay Greater Lagro snowed great snthusiasm in joining the road safety Stay Bright program. heiping set
the tone for a year of meaningful community engagement

AAP RENEWS CONTRACT WITH UAAGI

\NLeCO

The Auromobile Assoation
Philippines (AAF), condnues
irs mission 1o Detrel serve the
motoring  public through its
partnerships. On September 19,
2025, AAP renewed its Corpo-
rate Membership contract with
United Asia Automotive Group
lne, (UAAGL), dismibutor of
the automonve brands Jetour,
Lynk & Co., BAIC, and Foton.
Through the AAP Corpa-
rate Membership, umts sold
under UAAGT are bundied with
2 Regular AAP Membership,
Which incindes 2 fres emergen-
oy roadside service (ERS) m-

TEIVENGONS. This beneft does
not include Foton &-wheelel
racks.

In photo from left A4P ERS
and Autocare Services Head
Raymond Mendoza, AAP Mem-
bership Head Melvin Pingal,
AAP Chief Cperating Officer
Malcolm Pausanos, UAAGL VP
for Customer Service Division
Lito Landicho, UAAGT General
Manager for Foton Busmess
Levy Santos, and UAAGI Semuar
Vice President and Chief Mar-
KETing EXeCunive LT Buena

Acress @asphilippines far
MOTe NTormarion.
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AAP JOINS FIA REGION Il CLUBS TO CHAMPION 51 FRAMEWORK

he Automobile Association
Philippines (AAP), together
with AA Vietnam and AA
Thailand, participated in
the first phase of the 5i Train-
ing. The Foundations of the 5i
Framewotk, & two-day online
program for Master Trainers
held on February 5 - 6, 2026
Developed by Dr. Eella
Dinh-Zarr with Mawis John-
son and Kelvin Roberts the
Five “1" Framewark 13 the first
user-friendly, prevention-fo-
cused erash iNVEestigarion mod-
1 TOATEd N AViaTion and oisas-
[er  iNVesTigartion  prineiples
RATNET Than assigning blame, it
ShifTs The foeus Taward under-
standing crashes in order 1
prevent furure tragedies
The framework is anchored
on Mve guiding principles: Tm-
mediate, -Depth, Tmpartial,
Independent. and Injury Pre-
vention. During the aining,
participants gained an over-
view of international stan-
dards in crash investigation,
including systematic evidence
gathering, multidisciplinary
analysis, scientific recon-
struction, and independent
oversipht. These elements
demonstiate how properly
condicted nvestiganons can
move beyond blame and serve
as powerful tools for mean-
mngful road safety reform
The traning featured
global eXperrs from the .S

AAP President and FIA Region || President Joe Ferrena with Dr. Bella Dinh-Z2arm welcomed club
representatives and transportation experts from the Phulippines, Thailand, and Vietnam as they
began their journey to becomes Master Trainers of the & Framework, which aims to strengthen

regiconal efforts toward safer roads for all.

ALL-NEW MITSUBISHI

Engr. Ailean U,
Mappala of the
Universicy of

the Philippines-
Mational Center
for Transpor tation
Studies (rightmost)
discussed the Safe
Systems Approach
with Dr.Ma s-Ake
Bahn leftmost)
the Slokal Lead,
Decade of Action
for Road Safety of
the Waorid Health
Organizatian,

PHP-HPG Police Senior Master Sergsant Christophar
laway presented the current crash investigation system
implemented by the Highwey Patrol Group

Martional Transporrarion
5afery Board, the Centre for
AUTOMAOTIVE Satery Research
in  Australia,  Inrernational
Road Assessment Programme
(iRAP). and the World Healrh
Crganizarion Discussions
explored how countries can
move from evidence to action,
align investigations with the
Safe System Approach, and
build institutional support
for prevention-focused strat-
epies.

AAP broughr together key
road safery stakeholders in-
cluding the Department of
Transportation  (DOTy), the
Philippine National Police—
Highway Patrol Group (PNP-
HPG), the Land Transportation
Office (LTO), the Metropolitan
Manils Development Authori-
w (MMDA), and the Universi-
Iy Of e Philippines Nanon-

DESTINATOR

7-SEATER SUV

DESTINED FOR MORE

al Center tor TTANSpoITArion
Srudies (UP NCTS) to parfic-
ipate in the §i Framework
program and Tiain as Mastet
Trainers, stengthening e
COLNOYS capacity for prever-
rion-focused road crash inves-
Tigarion

During the discussions, the
Fhilippines demonstrated how
the 5i initiative aligns with
and reinforces the PNP-HPG's
ongoing efforts to enhance in-
vesTigalive procedures and ap-
ply systems thinking in crash
analysis.

Following the completion
of Phase 1, the program now
advances to the next stage,
where each club will engage in
dedicated sessions with their
master ramers and the frame-
work proponents to tador the
5 model to thew country's
specine needs and realines

MITSUBISHI
MOTORS

Urive your Ambition
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n December 12, 2025,
the Automobile Associ-
ation Philippines (AAP).
by Atty.
met with

bassador for th and East
Azia Masaki Shimuzu to dis-
cuss key initiarives Support
£ TESTOTATION and fres
ETVaTion of vintage vehicles
Consunji, AAP Trustee
and Chairperson for Gov-
ernment Relations and Trav
el, also serves as & Til
1er e Tneernari
storic commission of rhe
*derarion Inrernarions
utemobile (FI4). Buil
official member

Commit-
n local car

preservation efforts by align-
ing with international stan-
dards and leveraging FIVA's
plobal network and expertise.
The partnership supports
knowledge-sharmg, technical

Like us on Facsbook: facebook com/SuzukiduloPh
Visit us @t suzukicom phlauto

ASC REFERENCE S0099P1210258
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AAP and FIVA Strengthen Partnership to
Protect Phlllppmes’ Automotive Heritage

AAPMEETS WITH FIVA AMBASSADOR FOR ASIA MASAKI SHIMIZU The Automobile Assooation Philippines (A AP

represanted by Beard of Trustees Atty Robiby Col

(Federation Internationa

vehicles (over 30 years old) and their cultur
authenticate the

FIVA ID Cards which

Ambassador

1d broader advo-

itage vehicle res-

toration, including education,

COMMUnity engagement, and

responsible enjoyment of ve-
hicles over 30 years old.

Central fo the discussion

was e ongoing restoration
of the historic presidential
parade wehicle—the Land
Rover Series 11 Parade Ve-
hicle, fondly kn
“White Caraba
pants  outhmed

Per xIS'E'I'lT

ficles. IM PHOTO (Ltor)
for Asia Masaki Shimizu, Sophia de 1os Santos, Alex 1S

i and Executive Assistant Patricia Bomlia, hes
5 Vehicules Anciens) Ambassador for Asia Masaki Shim
ional autharity in the Philippines for FIVA a NGO parther of UNESCO that protec
Through the AAP. Filipino owners of histori
Patricia Bonilla, Alvin Uy, Rer

Awiar

d a bregkfagt meeting when
ted Manila recently. AAPiS
resarves and prome

Murez. Robby Consunji FIW\

ip, Andy Mocum, and Apa Cngpin.

articularly

ble links to Phili
history and 1dentity

the

processes
and under-
oader value of
ng historic vehicles
pine

AAP and FIVA issued a
to action to preserve
and restore vintege vehi-
cles, especially those wJLn
historical and cultural s
nificance. Restoration u,o.k
should remain period-cor-

call

AAP member Jan Christian Lopez and his f
claim the AAP Limited Edition Toyota Hilux Conguest
Anniversary Grand Raffle, 2nd leg.
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“resto-mod"”
5, raising the
workmanship and in-
1ient. The endeavor also
meludes organizing vintage
ve'*ucle MOLOr SPOTT EVents,

1ect and aveid -

SAgE 5y stﬂm and est anlmlung

a Philippine Hernitage Vehicle
(AT Ambaszador  Shi-
mizn reiterated FIVA'S
port for the historic vehicle
mavement, including neri-
rage motor spart, in the Fhil-
ippines
AP and FIVA pledged o
aborarion in pro-
safeguarding e
i uroimorive her-
itage. and to strengthen en-
gagement with government
ies and the local auto-
i r to help diive

sup-

to further enpage
siasts, collectors, and
TESTOTETs

AAP CLUB NEWS

AAP GRAND PRIZE WINNER DRIVES HOME
BRAND NEW CAR FROM AAP TOWER

0 the AAP Tower last December to
that was the grand prize of the AAP 94th

-
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39479
26,273
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26,
YATK]
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